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STOP 23 
THE ARMORED PLANET 


INDEED! THEIR 
CIVILIZATION IS 
QUITE ADVANCED. 


THE ARMORED 
PLANET?! 


NO, THIS PLANET 
15 COMPLETELY 
NORMAL- 


ITS BEEN ІМ 
ORBIT FOR OVER 
5000 YEARS... 


THERE ARE 
BARELY ANY 


ΑΝ ARTIFICIAL 
SATELLITE 
LAUNCHED BY 
THIS PLANET'S 
PEOPLE 


ABOUT 
THE 
PEOPLE? 


7 το BE ABLE 
TO BUILD 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 

5000 YEARS 


AGO, THE 
PEOPLE MUST 
ALL BE 
GENIUSES. 


THE 444 I$ 
ABOUT TO 
LAND ON THE 
ARMORED 
PLANET 


YOU MEAN THAT THIS 
PLANET 15 FORTIFIED 
OR ጦፍ Å TYPE OF 
STRONGHOLD 


EVEN THOUGH 
THERE IS 
NOTHING WRONG 
WITH THIS 
PLANET 


YES EVEN THE 
NATURE HERE 
IS PRETTY 
LUXURIANT 


í CANT BELIEVE 
THAT 


T THIS 
PLANET HAS SO 
FEW PEOPLE 
LIVING ON IT 


THIS COLUMN IS 
'ORED, SO የር 
HIDE BEHIND πι 


252 
WELL, THE [5 THERE. 
POPULATION WY DOCTOR 
ISNT ALL THAT. ያ VING 
LARGE. 
NN 


YES! FLL 
DO THAT 


HURRY! THE 
TRAINS 
PROTECTIVE 
BARRIER WILL 
BE ACTIVATED 


um NN 
^7" DONT ВОТНЕРИ 
«3 fT WON'T DO YOU 
MUCH USEN! 


МАЕ 0 --' 
| CONDITION IS == 
SERIOUS! 
| DON'TTRY TO 
| STOP ME!!! 


YOU SHOULD NOT 
HAVE LET HIM GO... 
(DIDNT EXPLAIN TO 
HIM THE TRUE 
NATURE OF THIS 
WORLD... THIS 
ARMORED PLANET... 


YOU CANT GO 
ANYWHERE IN 
YOUR CURRENT 
STATEN 


HE WILL BE 
IN DANGER. 


AH- WHO'S 
TALKING? 


۸221 
WHY CAN Yon 
NOT SEE ME?! 


I BEG OF You... 
PLEASE Got 


CONDUCTORI 
LEAVE THIS CAR АТ 
ОМОЕН! RETURN 
TO YOUR POST AND 
DO NOT COME 


BACK HERENT 


IF YOU EVEN 
THINK ABOUT 
COMING BACK IN 
HERE, YOUR LIFE 
WILL COME ТО АМ 
ABRUPT ENDITT 


YET, IT SEEMS ТОО 
NATURAL TO BE 
ANY MACHINE... 


EVEN IF THE 
INSIDE (S 


El Å 
SIMPLE DEVICH 


КЕ 


БАСУЫ 


ΤΗΕ RADAR THAT THE 
CONDUCTOR GAVE МЕ 
ON PLANET TWIN 
Darkness [β ین د‎ 
DETECTING A LIVING || А LIKE THIS 
BEING" የ CANT СА 
POSSIBLY BE » 


WELL, IT CANT 
BE A ROBOT IT 
HAS BIOLOGICAL 
ORGANS, TOO. 


THE RADAR SAYS THAT 
HES A HUMAN BEING. 
THOUGH HE CLEARLY 


HAS THE SODY ΘΕΑ 
ROBOT DR ANUROIE. 


I FORBID YOU TO INSULT ME! PM 
MADE OF FLESH!! | HAVE HAD THIS 
BODY SINCE MY EIRTH! ІМ 
NEITHER AN ANDROID, NOR Å 
ROBOT, NOR EVEN A ROBOTIZED 
HUMANE! MY NAME IS NUTALLE, 
{ΑΗ DOCTOR SUBARI'S SON!!! 


А HUMAN 
Μ, 


MAETEL [5 
GOING TO DIE" 


DO YOU WANT ME 
το WELD HER 
BACK TOGETHER? 


THEN YOU 
SHOULD SEE Å 
DOCTOR, BUT- 


OH WELL, I DONT 
CARE WHO YOU 
REALLY ARE, í 
NEED HELP 


MAETEL? (S SHE 


ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
WELDING?" 


WATT, í AM ONLY 
HERE TO FETCH 
A DOCTOR 


SILENCE!! 
YOU ARE 


NOT A SINGLE ЖА DO YOU THINK. 
WEAPON IN THE 14 THAT í WILL BE 
UNIVERSE CAN |] INTIMIDATED?" 


WHAT'S GOING ON?! : d IS THAT 
MY COSMO GUN HAS Р \ „ди. You 
Å NO EFFECT ON HIM! » gz 5 AVE GOT? 


Í summ 
ገ FALLING! 


THERE'S NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. HE 6: 
HUMAN IF HE WASNT, 
HE WOULDNT HAVE 
LOST ME AFTER МУ 


7 
/ 


/ 


THAT ጦፍ 
NOT TOO 
SCENARIO... 
í NEED TO FIND 
A DOCTOR 
QUICKLY 


e 


WORST CASE 


NO, I SHOULDNT 
THINK OF ΤΗΕ 


DOING RIGHT 


бшш 
ቸት) 
guit 
ЕРЕ 
፳፳5 
85595 
ΠΠ 
РАЧО 


HOW I$ MAETEL 


TBEG OF 
YOU... HANG 
IN ТНЕВЕЙ 


FM SURE I 
WILL FIND A 


THIS PLANET IS 
VERY SCARY. 


OH MY 
GOD! 
f FOUND. 
А HOUSE! 


OUCH 
THOSE 


WERE 
FIREFLIES. 


ΜΥ LOOKS MAY NEVER 
CHANGE, BUT ON THE 
INSIDE, í M ALMOST 
COMPLETELY DRY... 


40 HOME, YOUNG 
LAD, BEFORE YOU 
ENCOUNTER MY 
SON, NUTALLE... 


ГАМ THE ONE 
THAT NEEDS 
SAVING 


DONT YOU HAVE SUCH 
AN ADVANCED SCIENCE ONLY PLANTS ALL LIVING BEINGS 
THOUGH? BEFORE WILL BE ABLE WILL CEASE ТО 
LANDING HERE. ( SAW THRIVE IN THIS EXIST VERY 
A SATELLITE THAT HAS SILENT HELL 
BEEN TRAVELLING 
AROUND THIS PLANET 
FOR MORE THAT 3000 


AND DO NOT 
COME BACK 


TO THIS 
PLANET, EVER! 


ΡΑΜΝ, YOU'RE 
STUBBORN! 
JUST LEAVE 
ME ALONE! 


I CAN MERELY 
WELD MY 


ARMORED SKIN 
BACK. 


WITH THIS RIGID 
BODY, I CANT HEAL 
AS EASILY AS YOU... 


HAVE COME 
HERE?! YOU 
ARE QUITE 
THE КООШ! 


YOU'VE RUN 
OUT OF PLACES | |... 
2 


то GO, FOOL! 


= 
$5 
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NO MATERIAL CAN 
WITHSTAND THEIR 
FIRING POWER. 


SO t ONLY SHOT HIS 
LEG HE'S INJURED BUT 
HE WILL SURVIVE 


DIMENSIONAL 
REACTION 
WEAPONS ARE 


BUT. HE 
CLAIMED THAT 
NO WEAPON IN 
ΤΗΕ UNIVERSE 
COULD HARM 


NEVERTHELESS, 
SINCE THERE ARE 
ONLY TWO PEOPLE 
LEFT ON THE 
PLANET, í DIDNT 
WANT ТО KILL HIM... 


BUT THE 


АКМОВЕР 
ристов, ЕВО 
SENT FOR ches 
ANOTHER 


DOCTOR. 


BUT, í WAS UNDER 
ΤΗΕ IMPRESSION 
THAT THERE WERE 
ONLY TWO INHABIT- 
ANTS LIVING ON 
THIS WORLD... 


AH пе ALRIGHT 


BUT, 
== MAETEL- 
PLEASE FORGIVE ME AT: меті 
FOR ALL ΤΗΕ i Ionen 
TROUBLES THAT í Á Tik you, 
HAVE CAUSED YOU 


K 


35 


WHATEVERI AS 
LONG AS YOU 
ARE HEALED... 


15 THIS ALSO А 
LIVING BEING? 


፻ 
Ë 
4 
3 
x 
M 
ΕἼ 
5 
Ë 


OTHERS, HE DIED 
FROM STARVATION 


SS 


ð 


IF A SOCIETY 
DOESNT INCLUDE 
ANY WEAKER 
BEINGS, THEN IT 
WILL ВЕ DOOMED. 


те 


ES 
AR 


IS THERE 
NOTHING 
TO EAT? 


GRADUALLY, THEIR 
NUMBERS DECRE- 
ASED AND THE RARE 
LIVING BEINGS WHO 
SURVIVED WERE 
MOSTLY INSECTS 


227 IN ORDER ТО 
SURVIVE, SOME 
M SORT ОҒ 
SACRIFICE IS 
NEEDED. 


$ 
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dr 
| š 
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TAR 


ین 


=) H j 


MAETEL- IN 
ORDER FOR A 
LIVING BEING TO 
LIVE, HE NEEDS 
SOME OTHER 
PERSON TO 
IF NO OTHER SACRIFICE 
LIVING BEING I$ ٩ HIMSELF? 

THE PREY, THEN 
NOTHING CAN BE 
BORN ON THIS 
WORLD? 


FROM WHAT ٩ 

WE COULD CIVILIZATION IS 

JUDGE / ሪ BUILT ON ΤΗΕ 

UNTIL NOW... BLOOD OF THE 
WEAREST... 


IE በ A LAW 

OF THE UNI- 

VERSE, THEN 

ALL OF THIS‏ دد 
y K E WORLD 15‏ 

= SS REALLY SAD. 


í HAVENT THE 2 Е, FOR THE SARE OF THE 
SLIGHTEST N TWO WHO REMAINED, 


IDEA... de 7 Å WS HOW MANY LIVING 
` BEINGS WERE NEEDED 
TO BE SACRIFICED? 


THE LAW OF ΤΗΕ STRONGEST 
SADNESS IS OVERFLOWING IN 
TETSURD WHILE HE 16 REALIZING THE 
EXISTENCE OF ALL ΤΗΕ LIVING 
BEINGS (S RELYING ON THE BLOOD OF 
VICTIMS. ΗΕ ΡΙΡΝΤ WANT ANY MORE 
SACRIFICES, BUT THE IDEA OF BEING 
А VICTIM WAS EVEN MORE 
UNBEARABLE TO HIM MEANWHILE 
MAETEL WAS SILENTLY LODKING OUT 
THROUGH THE WINDOW 


THE ARMORED PLANET / END 
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ΑΝ EXILED SPACE WARRIOR 
ONCE WROTE, "BLOOD FLOWS 
WHERE MEN CAN'T TUNE UP 
THEIR PASSIONS. THAT IS HOW 
IT WORKS IN THE UNIVERSE.” 


MEANWHILE, THE GALAXY 
EXPRESS IS STILL ON ITS WAY 
THROUGH THE SEA OF STARS. 


STOP 24 


MUD MAETEL 


KON 


DE 
τ 


jm ከ N ٧۲ 
EXA( Шул I ONCE READ А N i / 
GLANCE | 7] | 5 SHORT STOI ¿ib à 
SKY WHIL | ከለአ) ABOUT A RAI V z 
YO! በለሰ RS ` 

٨ 


GLASS 


ፓሪ 


I WONDER IF 
THE INSIDE 5 
ALSO FULL OF 


PEOPLE HERE 
ΑΕΕ CLEAN 


AND ARE 


WHEN YOU ARE DONE 

D WITH YOUR DINNER 
JUST LOCK THE DOOR 

ETON AND 40 το SLEEP 


FLL BE BACK 
LATE BUT YOU 
DON'T NEED 
TO wORRY 
ABOUT ME. 


WITH ALL THIS RAIN, 
I DONT REALLY 
WANT TO GO 
OUTSIDE ANYMORE 


I AM WAIT- 
ING FOR YOU. 


YOU KNOW му 
NAME? 


JUST BORROW 
AN UMBRELLA 


IF í KEEP GOING 
STRAIGHT, í 
SHOULD REACH 


THE BOTTOM OF 
THE STREET 


IS UP 


ЕН 


ща 
За 
# 
= ፥ 
z 


DAMN IT, AND 
AFTER MAETEL 
TOLD ME NOT TO 
GO NEAR THE 
MUD PONDS!! 


Да : 


COME INTO ΜΥ. 
HUMBLE 
HOUSE AT THE 
BOTTOM OF 
THE MUD. 


WELCOME TO MY 
HOUSE ١ KNOW 
THAT ITS A LITTLE. 
HARD ТО ENTER, 
BUT YOU WONT 
DIE FROM IT 


I JUST TOLD YOU 
WE ARE INSIDE OF 
MY HOUSE- 


INSIDE OF AN 
AIR BUBBLE? 


INSIDE OF AN AIR 
BUBBLE THAT 
FLOATS AMONG THE 
MUD. THIS (S WHERE 
THE POOR PEOPLE 
LIKE MYSELF RESIDE. 


THAT SOMEDAY WE 
COULD AFFORD A 
HOUSE ON THE 
SURFACE 


YES, ITS THE 
ONLY PLACE THAT 
WE ARE ALLOWED 


I SAW YOU 
ON MY 
TELEVISION 


HOWEVER, IF YOU 
DESIRE በ. í CAN 
GET A JOB SO. 


50 THE SLUMS 
ARE LOCATED 
IN THE MUD? 


OKAY, BUT THAT 
DOESNT EXPLAIN 
HOW YOU KNOW MY 
NAME AND THE 
HOTEL THAT í WAS 
STAYING AT? 


ALL THREE OF 
THEM WILL BE 
STAYING AT THE 
MAITO HOTEL 


THE 36 10 TRAIN FROM 
CAMSHISES ARRIVING HERE 
AT THE CITY OF RAIN 
WILL BRING MR NOBOTTA, 
А STUDENT, MISS BIJIN 
MITAI, A STUDENT AND 
ER που UKERUNONTA, А 
BUSINESSMAN 


WE KNOW 
EVERYTHING 
THAT 6 
GOING ON 


BECAUSE OF THE RAIN, 
THERE $ МОТ MUCH TO 
DO OUTSIDE TELEVISION 
IS REPLACING А ГОТ OF 
ACTIVITIES. 


AND WHAT IF í TOLD YOU 
THAT í DIDNT WANT TO 
STAY HERE? BESIDES, FLL 
BE LEAVING IN ONE 
WEEK! í ABSOLUTELY 
NEED ТО GO BACK. 


к 


% 


å 


ος 


40 BACK? AND HOW? 
WE RE 200 METERS 

UNDER THE MUD, AND í 
CAN SINK. MY HOUSE rie Н s 
EVEN FURTHER. íF YOU RM як: зрее cess 
TRY TO GET AWAY, k a | 
YOU'LL DIE FROM THE P 
PRESSURE 
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52 
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А, SOMETHING!!! 
EA T 


AS 


FM HAPPY JUST 
AS LONG AS YOU 
ARE BY MY SIDE 


YOU DONT 
NEED TO BE 
ΑΝ ATHLETE 


Sy 
2575 


BECAUSE ГМ 
STAYING HERE 
DOING NOTHING, 
1607 FATTER! 


THE 949 WAS 

το STOP HERE 

FOR A WEEK 
7 DAYS. 


YOU HAVE MANY 
BOOKS, AND 
INTERESTING TV 
SHOWS TO ENJOY 
WHAT MORE DO 
YOU NEED? 


= 
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NO ΟΝΕ CON- TARINA 
SIDERSTHE ABOUT YOU 


POSSIBILITY ወ 
THAT YOU ARE 


IN THE MUD. 


THE GALAXY 
RAILWAYS WILL 


IF í HAD A 


AFTERALL, YOU 
ARE GOING το 
STAY WITH ME... 


A, <> 


MY NAME IS 
MAETEL 


MAETEL MUST 7 NOTHING 
BE WORRIED SURPRISING 
ABOUT ME ABOUT HAVING 

| THE SAME 


FIRST NAME 


a 


ን 
Hes 


Ve 


Ju 


er 


m 


Ж 


MEA, 


du 
сори 


Y 
iul 


Us 
EG 


By 
trí 


yu 


e 
Қолы 


YOU WILL 
GET ONE 
ON THE 

SURFACE 


YES, ME ТОО. Å 


THIS WOMAN 
SAVED ME WHEN 
SHE SAW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO ME 


THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS 
ORDERED THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
OF RESIDEN- 
TIAL DISTRICTS 


I MUST THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR HELP... 


WHY DID YOU. 
EMPTY THE MUD 
PONDS? WHY DID 
YOU DESTROY 
MY HOUSE? 


4 
E 
: 
ще 
#5 

< 


Е 
5 
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EVERYTHING IS 
FINE SINCE WE 


5 
Ë 
$ 
М 
Ё 
Е 
š 


WINDOW ALL 
OF À SUDDEN 


HER BODY WAS 
CHANGED FROM 
LIVING IN THE 
MUD- SO, WHEN 
SHE ENTERED A 
DRY ATMOSPHERE. 


SHE'S ASLEEP 
YOU САМ 60 
BACK TO 
YOUR OTHER 
SEAT 


HER CELLS 
WERE 


COMPLETELY 
ALTERED... 


YOU HAD BEEN REALLY 
GENTLE WITH HER. YOU 
EVEN COVERED FOR HER 
WHEN YOU ΡΙΡΝΤ TELL 
ANYONE THAT SHE WAS 
THE ONE THAT PULLED 
YOU ΙΝΤΟ THE MUD PILE 


DIE LITTLE BY 
LITTLE PEOPLE 
ON THE SURFACE 
WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO UNDER- 
STAND THEIR 
WISH TO LIVE 
THAT WAY... 


SHE LOVED 
LIVING IN SHE WAS 
THE MUD. TRULY SAD. 


EVEN IF HER BODY WAS 
PERFECTLY ADAPTED 
FOR THIS LIFESTYLE, 
THERE WAS NO ONE TO 
LIVE WITH HER. 


IF ONLY í 
KNEW THAT 
EARLIER, í 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN MORE 
CONSIDERATE 
ТО HER. 


SOMEDAY, ГГ. 
WILL ВЕ YOUR 
KINDNESS 
THAT WILL 
SAVE YOU... 


7 
IN ORDER TO LOSE ALL YOU DOING, 
THE WEIGHT THAT í TETSURO? 
GAINED, FM DOING A & + 

MARATHON 100 LAPS 
AROUND THE TRAIN 


S 


ካኒ 
NN 

à Е = 
IRRE EN ረ 
FAY 


BLOOD 16 FLOWING WHERE 
PEOPLE DON'T CARE ABOUT THE 
PREFERENCES OF OTHERS AND 
DON'T TRY TO UNDERSTAND 

THEM 


AN OLD SPACE WARRIOR WROTE 
THAT DURING HIS LONG TRIP 
THROUGH THE UNIVERSE, "NO 
MATTER HOW FAR MEN ARE 

GOING, IT IS STILL TRUE. 


MUD MAETEL / END 
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BUT FROM UP 


MOVING ON THE 


SURFACE AT NIGI 


FROM AFAR, IT 
LOOKS LIKE A 
PLANET SIMILAR 
TO EARTH JUST 
LIKE MANY 

OTHERS, 


THIS PLANET (S AS 
ECCENTRIC AS A 
DREAM... BUT 
STILL IT (S REAL. 


I FEEL LIKE í AM IN 
Å DREAM WHAT IS 
SHINING LIKE THAT? 


GOOD" WE'LL HAVE THE 
СНАМСЕ TO SPEND А 
NIGHT HERE ITS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO TRULY 
TAKE IN THIS PLACE 
DURING THE DAYTIME 


THATS PRECISELY 
THE CASE THEY 
ARE STARING AT 

THE TRAIN... 


THE NEXT STOP 
WILL BE MARIKO'S 
FIREFLY, WE WILL 

ВЕ STAYING FOR 

2 DAYS AND 
1 NIGHT. 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE 
LIGHT PARTICLES 
HEARD THE TRAIN 

WHISTLE AND 
TURNED TO LOOK 
AT US NOW 


THE STANDARD 
OF LIVING 
SEEMS PRETTY 
HIGH HERE 


HAVE SIMILAR 
CoMFORTS TO M 
ΤΗΕ ONES ON 


BUT HERE THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN RICH 
AND PO0R IS FAR 
CRUELER. 


THANK. YOU, ВИТ 


WE HAVE ALREADY 
CLEANED OUR 
CLOTHES WITH THE 


HEY, MAETEL, 


DID THE RAIL- 


í AM NOT SOME 
BEGGAR. (M NOT 
THE KIND OF 
PERSON WHO 
WOULD ACCEPT 
MONEY WITHOUT 
DOING ANYTHING 


FORGIVE ME 

FOR HAVING 

Ë. HURT YOUR 
FEELINGS. 


ON EARTH, | 
WAS ALSO 
LIVING LIKE A 
BEGGAR 


í WAS MISTAKEN IN 
THINKING THAT SHE 
WOULD ACCEPT 
JUST A PART OF IT 


I NEEDED 


"YOU NEED TO 
WORK WITH ALL 
YOUR MIGHT TO 
EARN A LIVING". 


í WOULD ALSO BE ASHAMED TO 
RECIEVE SOMETHING FROM SOMEONE 
WITHOUT DOING NOTHING ΙΝ RETURN 

í WOULD ONLY HAVE NEEDED TO 

WORK IF í NEEDED SOMETHING... 


EVEN IF MY BODY WAS 
PARALYZED ВУ FATIGUE, 
í WOULD HAVE SURELY ١ STILL HAD TO GATHER 
PREFERRED DEATH бо 1 МҮ ENERGY ло, ON 
OVER CHARITY EN /ORKING, TO БА! 


LIVING BY THE SWEAT 


AND í ALSO 
THINK THAT T'S k THAT'S HOW 
MORE FAIR THIS MY MOTHER 

WAY RAISED ME... 


— 


í HOPE í 
HAVENT HURT 
HER FEELINGS 


WHAT DO 


PLEASE NOTE 
THAT THE 444 


MAKE SURE THAT 

YOU LEAVE WITH 

PLENTY OF TIME 
TO BOARD. 


SHE LEFT ΜΕ ALONE 
SOTWOULPNT BE Á 
PRESSURED TO STAY ÅN 


HMM. 
IT'S PITCH DARK 
IN THESE LOWER 
DISTRICTS. 


PLEASE, 


COME 
INSIDE! 


1 | 


= 


(INTEND TO 
BECOME Å 
CREATOR OF 
ANIMATED 
FILMS. 


ΗΕ WAS MY 
ONLY FRIEND. 


PLEASE SAY 
THAT YOU 
WILL BUY ги 


WITHOI 
THIS, YOU ΜΟΝΤ BE 
ABLE TO PRODUCE 
YOUR MOVIE, RIGHT? 


— BUT, í AM UNABLE 
ТО PHOTOCOPY T 
BECAUSE ITS 
ТОО EXPENSIVE 


I WANT YOU TO BUY 
IT BECAUSE IT'S THE 
MOST VALUABLE 
ITEM THAT I OWN 


MY CAT LIVES ON IN MY 
MEMORIES, SO IT WOULD 
BE ALRIGHT IF I PARTED 
WITH THIS STORYBOARD. 


— BY PUTTING 
ALL OF MY 
HEART INTO በ... 


OF COURSE, AND 


FRIEND IN AN 
ANIMATED FILM... 


nT 
| SOMEDAY, FLL 
1 DEFINITELY 
REVIVE ΜΥ 
) 


PLEASE BUYT ДИ 


IF YOU LIKE ጦ 


I$ THIS A 
BLACKOUT?! 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
TO YOU? 
ARENT YOU 
HUMAN? 


DON'T LOOK AT 
MEI CLOSE YOUR 
EYES AND GET 
OUT OF HERE! 


ΤΗΕ GOLD DUST THAT 
I SAW SHINING ON 
THE SURFACE OF 

ΤΗΕ PLANET FROM 
ON ΤΗΕ 494 WAS 

ACTUALLY COMING 

FROM ΡΕΟΡΙΕΗ 


I SEEN IN THOSE 
DARK PLACES. 
THE BODIES OF 
THIS PLANET'S 
PEOPLE SHINE 
JUST LIKE 
FIREFLIESIT 


THE MOST 
STRIKING ARE 
THE ONES OF 
WHICH THEIR 

WHOLE BODY IS 
SHINING EVENLY 


THOSE WITH 
ΑΝ IRREGULAR 
SO THERE'S SHINE LIKE 


MYSELF ARE 
NO CHANCE SEE АВЕ 


UNATTRACTIVE... 


YOU CAN TAKE THE 
STORYBOARD WITH YOU, 
AND PLEASE BUY IT IF 
YOU LIKE IT í WILL JOIN 
YOU AT YOUR HOTEL 
TOMORROW 


ЗОМЕОМЕ LIKE 
YOU WHO 
COMES FROM Å 
WORLD WHERE 
NOTHING SHINES 


ALL (5 FINE, 
YOU CAN GO 
BACK HOME! 


wow” 
THERE ARE 


YOU'RE 50 
UGLY YOU 


AND ሀዛ 


SHUT UPH FM 
PERFECTLY 
NORMAL ON 

MY PLANET 


THATS NOT 


YOU CAN SAY Woo 
WHATEVER MAYBE, BUT HERE, 
YOU WANT, í WITHOUT ANY 
DONT CARE LUMINOSITY, YOU 
гм GOING CANT EVEN BE A 
BACK ТО THE PET! YOURE WORSE 
HOTELI THAN Å 


STREETLAMPS, 


BUT HUMAN 


rM 50 
HAPPY TO 
BE AT YOUR 
SIDE 


PHEW I'VE 
EATEN 


TOO MUCH 
5 (9 
я 


COCKROACH! 


DONT EVER 
SHOW YOUR 
DAMN FACE 

HERE AGAIN" 


Ç THOSE WHO DONT 

Е SHINE OR LIVE 

å POORLY IN ΤΗΕ 
Ë STREET OR UNDER 

FROM THE SKY, í SOME BRIDGE TRYING 

THOUGHT (T WAS A TO SURVIVE ONLY 
SPLENDID PLANET, BECAUSE OF THEIR 

BUT IT'S WORSE APPEARANCES... 

THAN EARTH E 


100 


I CAN SAY 


THIS PLANET 


Nu ат 
те okay THEN BUT ДА 
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YES. BUT WHILE 
WE WERE 
TOGETHER, 
THERE МАСА 
BLACKOUT... 


IS THAT A FACT? 
DOES SHE WANT 
TO PRODUCE AN 
ANIMATED FILM? 


ITS Å REALLY 
BEAUTIFUL STORY 
I COULDNT STOP 
CRYING DURING 
THE SADDEST E 


ABOUT THE LIFE 
OF SOME CAT 
THAT WAS HER 
ONLY FRIEND. 


VERY WELL. SHE 
WILL SURELY 
FEEL YOUR 
HONESTY 


OF COURSE, 
TSA 


BEAUTIFUL 
WORK- 


AND ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO BUY 7 


AND DID YOU 
SEE HER 


AS FOR ME, í DIDNT 
CARE MUCH, BUT 
FREYA WAS REALLY 
FEELING UNEASY... 


PERSONS VALUE 
DEPEND ON 
THEIR WAY OF 
SHINING? 


IT'S A CONCEITED PLANET, 
DEEPLY BOUND TO 
SPLENDOR OF APPEARANCE 


THE LIGHT ARISING 
BEAUTIFULLY FROM 
THE CITY DISAPPOINTS 

STRANGERS, TOO. 


PEOPLE WHO DONT 
SHINE CANNOT SEE 
е THIS SCENERY ОР 

8 SUCH VANITY... 


Ж 


НЕ 


= 
ፊ 


HAVE ሃህ 
READ THE 


0 
BOARD? 


THE GALAXY 
RAILWAYS GAVE 
ΜΕ THIS MONEY, 

AND IM ALSO 
RETURNING THE 


SO THATS IT YOU'RE 
NOT BUYING (T, 
YOU RE JUST GIVING 
ME YOUR CHARITY: 


I KNOW THAT 
SOMEDAY, I WILL 
WATCH IT IN SOME 
SPACE THEATER 
THE FILM ABOUT 
YOUR CAT FRIEND... 


BUT YOU'LL NEED IT 
SOMEDAY TO TURN IT INTO 
AN ANIME YOU'LL NEED IT 

EVEN IF YOU THINK THAT 
YOU HAVE EVERY DETAIL 


INSIDE OF YOUR HEAD.. | 


BECAUSE I 
CRIED SO 
MUCH WHEN 
READING ГГ 
LAST NIGHT 


NO, NOT AT ALL! 
AS PROMISED, (VE 
BOUGHT YOUR 
STORYBOARD. 


THEN WHEN YOUR ANIME 
15 COMPLETED AND YOU 
WONT NEED [T ANYMORE, 
YOU'LL JUST HAVE TO 

SEND íT TO ME 


AND FLL THINK. 
ABOUT YOU AND THIS 
STORYBOARD, AND í 
WILL SHED TEARS 
ONE MORE TIME FOR 
THIS CATH 


THANK YOU 


NS 
M 
AST 


% THOSE FROM 


THE LOWER 
DISTRICTS 
ARENT 
ALLOWEP IN 

= 


YOU'RE ΤΗΕ ONE 
ARE YOU WHO BUMPED 


TAKING INTO AND 
GOOD THEN. BUT THIS INSULTED ME 


BEFORE GETTING 
ON BOARD, YOU'LL 
FIGHT AGAINST МЕ? 
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WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE?! YOU 
AND YOUR 
BODY THAT 

ÅRE HARDLY 

SHINING 


| IS THAT REALLY A N 
GUN YOU HAVE ON I'M CHALL- 
YOUR BELT? THEN ENGING 
DRAW (T! DON'T youi! 
| HESITATE TO SHOOT 
AT MEI WN 7 


WHY ARE YOU 
LEAVING THIS 


ТО SURVIVE (5 


CONFIDENCE IN YOUR SHINING, TALL 


YOUR OWN 
ABILITIES... 


FACE WON'T BE OF 
ANY USE TO YOU 


THAT'S HOW í KNEW ΗΕ 
WAS THE ONE WHO 
BUMPED INTO ME 
YESTERDAY HE NEVER 
FOUGHT IN HIS WHOLE LIFE 
HE ALWAYS THOUGHT OF 
HIS PLACE AS NATURAL. 


PLEASE 
TAKE THIS, 
TETSURO. 


ee PLACE? МА I GET ПИ PLEASE 
COURAGE AND LAWLESS GALAXY, || стори I WAS 
BODY AND PRETTY WRONG, EASY 


THERE! 


< HE'S IN THE 
= NEXT WAGON, 
HE'S A GOOD & TREMBLING IN 
FOR ú + FEAR. 


NOTHING 
HELL GET 
OFF THE 444 


ITS A LITTLE 
FIGURINE! 
AND IT'S MEN 


AFTER SOME TIME HAD PASSED. FREYA'S 
ΑΝΙΜΕ WAS SHOWN IN THEATERS ON 
NUMEROUS PLANETS BEFORE THE FILM'S 
TITLE CAME ON ΤΗΕ SCREEN, ΤΗΕ FOLLOWING 
WORDS WERE DISPLAYED 
١ WOULD LIKE TO DEDICATE THIS WORK TO 
MY САТ AND TO THE GREAT TETSURO 
HOSHINO. FOR HIS FRIENDSHIP AND COURAGE 
MANAGED TO INSPIRE ME, I WILL NEVER 

FORGET HIM. 


5 STILL UNKNOWN IF TETSURO WAS EVER 
ABLE TO READ THOSE WORDS! 


CITY OF FIREFLIES / END 


TRANSLATOR - НИМК 
RAWS - YAKUBA 


TYPESETTER / PROOF READER - MEDDLER OF AGES 
TO FIND OUT ABOUT OUR LATEST 
RELEASES, VISIT US ON FACEBOOK AT: ' 
The Andromeda's Train 


THE 444 6 
GOING TO 
ATTACH AN 
ARMORED 
WAGON 


IT IS A KNOWN FACT THAT TRAINS 
FOLLOW THEIR RAILS WITHOUT 
STRAYING THE SAME COULD BE SAID 
FOR THE TRAINS OF THE GALAXY 
RAILWAYS WHICH ARE SUPPOSED TO BE 
PERFECT... 


HOWEVER ON HIS DEATHBED A SPACE 
TRAIN ENGINEER CONFESSED 
PERFECTION (S A CONCEPT THAT 
CANNOT EXIST IN SPACE". 


MAETEL, WHY 
1$ THE TRAIN 
SLOWING 


` STOP 26 . | 
THE DIRATE SHIP, 
` QUEEN EMERALDAS 


THOSE IMPERSON- 
ATING QUALITY. 
PIRATES WITHOUT 
HAVING THE SAME 
RESOLVE CAN 
NEVER GET NEAR 


BUT CAPTAIN 
ЗНАКИМОТАМЕ. 
(5 A PALE 
FACSIMILE 


THATS WHY WE NEED 
ТО BE PREPARED. 
OTHERWISE ONCE A 
FEROCIOUS OPPONENT 
ENGAGES IN COMBAT, IT 

WILL BE TOO LATE. 
UNDERESTIMATING THEM 
MIGHT RESULT IN YOUR 


OWN DEATH. „Су 77 


DOES THAT 
то KNOW THE APPLY TO 
ANSWER TO THE MACH- 
THAT, YOU WILL INE BODY 
HAVE TO GET THAT í AM 
AFTER? 


TO DEFEND 

AGAINST THE 

MANY PIRATES 
ARDUND 


STILL, THE 
BANDIT ÅNTARES 
MANAGED το 
BOARD, 50 THERE 
15 NOTHING 
PERFECT IN 


ADDING AN 
ARMORED 
WAGON? 


IF ONLY гг. 
TURNED OUT 
TO BE CAPTAIN 


ONLY THE 
MOST DARING 
OF THEM WILL 

TRY TO 
ATTACK US... 


BUT I HEARD 
THAT THE 
GALAXY 
EXPRESS IS 
PERFECTLY 


YOUR MOTHER 
WAS REALLY 
INSIGHTFUL- 


AND ANNIHIL- 
ATES THOSE 


MOTHER OFTEN 
SAID THAT í 
SHOULDNT 

JUDGE A BOOK 

BY ITS COVER. 


NO, IT (S OPERATED 
BY A ROBOT THAT 
CAN MAKE በፍ 
OWN DECISIONS. 


ITS STILL 
BETTER 
THAN BEING 
ΕΧΡΟΡΕΡ. 


YES, BECAUSE TS 
EASY TO FACE 
MECHANIZED 

HUMANS OR 
ANDROIDS... 


PLEASE FORGIVE MY 
INTRUSION, JUST 
WANTED τὸ LOWER 
THE BLINDS... 


QUITE THE 
OPPOSITE, WHEN 
THE PIRATES DO 
APPEAR, IT WILL 

BECOME 
INTERESTING 


UT IF 
ANYSODY HAS 
RADAR, IT'S 
KIND OF 
POINTLESS. 


THE LIGHTS 
ARE SHUT OFF 
50 WE CANT 
BE SEEN 


COULD YOU 
MEAN TO 
SAY THESE 
PIRATES ARE 
HUMAN? 


HOPELESS 
TRYING PREDICT 
THE SHIFTING 
INTENTS OF 
HUMANS... 


АН, TS 
JUST YOU, 
CONDUCTOR 


MS BORING TO 
HAVE LOWERED 
BLINDS WITHOUT 
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P 


oc00000' 0500000 | АЕ o 


PIRATES ARE 
CURRENTLY 
FLYING IN THE 
SAME DIRECT- 
ION AS THE 444, 
BUT FROM 
BELOW 


WE ARE SURROUNDED 


BY THE TRAIMS TR. 
BARRIER. AIR ISNT ከ8. ፤ im gona 
GETTING VACUUMED 5 TO 40 
OUT, EVEN IF THERE (5 к LOOK" 1 
SOME HOLE. САМТ 
HELP rm 


YOULL 
ЕУЕМТ- 
Ð VALLY SEE 


IT'S AT 20 UNIVERSAL 
KILOMETERS FROM 


t 


HERE YOU CAN ONLY Bm 
MAKE OUT THEIR 
SHAPE UNDER 5 E 


KILOMETERS. 
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ITS GRAVITA- 

TIONAL WAVES WAVES ARE 
GENERATED BY Å COMING 
FEARSOME PIRATE 

WEAPON 
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THAT 
NOISE? 


ΞΣ 
Ë 
š 
š 

፪፪ 

2 


— መ 
ms CONT- 
ROLUNG THE 
AHAHA- WHATEVER TRAN ATA Å TSS BAD A 
IT DOESNT MATTER || DISTANCE a E 
SINCE WE ARE IN AN ||) El 
ARMORED WAGON 


IF YOU ALL 
PERSIST, I'LL Æ | Z RESIST- 
OBLITERATE ANCE IS 
THE WHOLE POINT- 
TRAIN! ! LESS!!! 
RI 
P. 
a 
due 
p 
5 = THIS VOICE 
> E BELONGS TO A 
FEMALE 
መ WHO 6 THAT? 
e 
ба 
0 
EN شه‎ 


EMERALDAS, 
E THE PIRATE 
` QUEENII 


Sl 


= 
HE FAMDUS 
EMERALDAS, | 
MERCILESS, WHO 
HAS NEVER SHED 

TEARS OR | 
BLOOD... 


NOW, ги 
FRIGHTENEDIT 


THE RANGE OF 
THE CANNONS: 
ISNT ENOUGH 


YOU WONT BE IN AJ 

GOOD SHAPE IF 5 DO YOU HAPPEN 
YOU DONT EAT E: το BE HUNGRY AT 
BEFOREHAND. ALL, TETSURD? 


= AND EMERALDAS 
IF YOU ARE LACKING ΜΟΝΤ BE ONE TO 
АТ ALL IN PHYSICAL ይ PARDON YOU 
STRENGTH, YOU WILL : 

END UP DYING? 


= = | 

[ P. A 

3 = å SHALL WE 
Қ = BOTH DINE 
113 N (5 ON STEAKS? 


LOOK THERE! ITS THAT 
SHINING MAN WHO 
BOARDED THE TRAIN 
AT MARIKO'S FIREFLY 


STILL, JUST THE FACT 
THAT YOU CAN EAT ÅT 
Å TIME LIKE THIS 
SHOWS THAT YOU 
POSSESS COURAGE 


YES, HOWEVER IN 
SUCH A MOMENT 
AS THIS, I CANT 
EVEN MAKE OUT 
THE FLAVOR. 


EVEN IF THEY CAN ВЕ 
TOLERANT TOWARDS 
ΜΕΝ, ΤΗΕΥ ARE 
MERCILESS TOWARDS 
THEIR OWN GENDER. 


Ne 


THE SAME APPLIES 
EVEN HERE IN SPACE 
AND FOR HUMANS. 
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TETSURO- DURING 

THE FIGHT AGAINST 

EMERALDAS, ILL BE 
THE ONE IN THE 
MOST DANGER. 


WOMEN ARE 
HARSH TOWARDS 
OTHER WOMEN... 


IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM, 
WHEN COMBATANTS OF 
ΤΗΕ SAME GENDER 
CLASH, THEY ARE OFTEN 
FULL OF BRAVERY. 


AHEAD YOU WILL 
SEE JEWEL THE 
PIRATE PLANET 


HERE'S А BAFFLING 
PLANET WITH AN 
UNKNOWN ORBIT. 


-THE PLANET OF FREEDOM 
WHICH (5 AUSOLUTELY 
IMPOSSIBLE TO LOCATE ОМ 
ANY MAP OF SPACE 


THIS (5 FAR 
FROM SEING A 
SOFT LANDINGH 


MORE THAN LIKELY, THAT 
WHICH IS CLOSING IN ON 
US 16 EMERALDAS'S 
PIRATE SPACESHIP, THE 
QUEEN EMERALDAS. 


RESISTANCE 
IS POINT- 
LESSt1 YOU 
BETTER 
COOPERATE, .. 


*THIS EXPRESSION IS OFTEN USED IN "THE RING OF THE NIBELUNGEN” WHERE IT REFERS TO VALKYRIES, THE MAIDENS RIDING THE SKIES 


WHEN THE DESOLATE 
SOIL OF JEWEL, THE 
PLANET OF PIRATES, IS 
SWAYED BY A THICK 
CLOUD OF GOLD 
POWDER, YOU CAN HEAR 
THE QUEEN EMERALDAS, 
PILOTED BY በ% PIRATE 
CAPTAIN, SPLITTING 
THE WIND. 


PEOPLE SAY THAT 
ITS THE SCREAM OF 
THIS WITCH RIDING 
THE SKIES*.. 


ο 


NE ρε κος 


ск, 
NUNT 
Sende 


ورن دد 


2 


--- 


μον 3 : * 2 THE FLYING 
Uu | ود‎ å OBJECT 6 
ee | JE 4 KILOMETER 


FEMALE PIRATE | ὦ - Е Å ABOVE М 


WHAT SHOULD ፣ሃ SCAREDIT 
WE 1 ЕН SCAREDIT 


moe 


I > 
i o V 
| | ን MURA 
: k : / N 
٩ ' | А. 
Y SN 


ሥ 


I GUESS гг 
: 
HELPED. 


sue NEVER SAID TO 
COME UNARMED, 
Ti HATS d ONE RULE 


EVERY 
РАЗ Ben 


PLOTEKA 
DISEMBARK 
TBE TRAIN, 

МОй!!! 


I SAID 
EVERYONE 


OFF THE 
TRAIN11 
THAT 
INCLUDES 
THE MAN 
STILL ON 
Y) BOARD! ! 
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THIS IS ΜΥ 

=> FINAL WARN- 
2 5 THE COWARD WHO 
ná BOARDED THE 4 


OFF RIGHT 
RET AT MARIKOS FIREFLY- / 


WELCOME: 
YOU ARE ON BOARD OF 
THE QUEEN EMERALDAS 
AND YOU HAD BETTER 
GIVE UP YOUR LIFE 


መሙ <Е οὐ {ΠῚ 
CE “ሸበ ዚ Æ > A ртт, < 


Ë \ EXCUSE 
Å ME. Boss. 


۳ ህ ኣኳ 


1 


ሠ 


PDT 1 DID NOTHING им ON MY WAY TO 
ef TO You, so THE PLANET 
WHY CAUSING WHERE ROBOTIC 
US TROUBLES? BODIES ARE FREE 


ONCE ፤ GET ONE 
FLL 40 PACK ТО 
EARTH BECAUSE 
THERE ARE 
THINGS г NEED 
TO DEAL WITH 
THERE! 


YOURE A 
KIND BOY, 


TETSURO- 


ag 


тесі то ДА 
U, № ICH FOR ME, 
MAE TRL EMERALDAS THE 
በዛ CHALLEN- GREAT PIRATEN 
GING YOU : 
ACCORDING 
TO PIRACY 


اه سا "е‏ 
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YOU WILL HAVE 
ТО REVEAL YOUR 
SECRETS! 


WHAT IS THE REASON 
FOR YOU BOARDING 
THE GALAXY EXPRESS? 


HOWEVER, TETSURO HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH THAT 
EVEN IF I LOSE, YOU HAVE 
ТО PROMISE ME THAT YOU 
WILL SET HIM FREE 


IF YOU WIN 


WHAT 15 YOUR 
TRUE PURPOSE? 


VERY WELL 
I ACCEPT 


YOUR 
CHALLENGE 


QUITE THE 
OPPOSITE, HE'S 
DEEPLY INVOLVED 
IN THIS MATTER, 
MAETELIT 


ÆTT 
GET CLOSERI = 
1 WON'T EVER 
LOSE 10 SUCH 
A DELICATE 
WOMANIT 


حدم 


9)  ϐ) ὁ» 


5555556 
RSS 


TETSURO JUST 
HAPPENS TO 
BE YOUR... 


— 


HM, f FEEL 
THAT YOU'RE 
READY FOR A 
FIGHT, МОМ 


HM! IT WAS FAR TOO. 
BRIEF FOR YOU 
MAETEL" IT WASNT Å 
VERY ENTHRALLING 


CONTEST AT ALL 
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fr CANT 
BELIEVE በ 
MISS MAETEL-. 


= = 
=: | | p 


TETSURD! I NEED 
ТО SPEAK WITH 

YOU FOLLOW ME 
TO MY ROOM... 


I au L 


I е 


MAETEL (5 DEAD. 
ITS USELESS TO 
THINK ABOUT 
THE DECEASED... 


DE 


е: 
4 


\ HOW MANY 
BUT IF YOU TIMES MUST 
WANT, ( CAN í TELL YOU 

REDUCE YOU ü 7 THAT RESIST- 
TO ASHES, 
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ሮፓ Vn l 
E 1 
W SŠ = p 
с ጠው መጠ Z | 
ly 3 
WHY GO $0 FAR AS T- E A 
GIVING UP ON QUESTION YOU SAN 
YOUR BIOLOGICAL. 
BODY TO BECOME А 
ARTIFICIAL? — МАСНИ 1 
GIVEN OUT FREELY_ 


ONCE I ACHIEVE 
THIS, I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF WHAT I 
NEED TO DO ON 
EARTH 


IT'S STRANGE, BECAUSE 
ITS THE OPPOSITE FOR 
ME, í WANT TO LEAVE 
THIS ROBOTIC BODY FOR 
A HUMAN ОМЕН 


BECAUSE 1 
NEEDTO 
BECOME 

IMMORTALI 


I NEED ΤΟ AVENGE 
MY MOTHER WHO 
WAS STUFFED BY 
60/7 11 


нм. BUT YOU 


THE BODY í 
WISH TO 
POSSESS 15 
NONE OTHER 


MAETEL'S 
PERFECT 
BODY!!! 


AH, ms 
TOO LATE! 
WHERE DID 
EMERALDAS 
52, RUN 0۴۴ 7 


I ABSOLUTELY 
NEED TO 
Astor THAT 
OPERATION 


ренді EEE f 1 
ena ος 


I AM CAPTAIN 
EMERALDAS, THIS 
SHIP BELONGS TO ME... 


WHY ARE YOU SO 
SURPRISED? I DID 
NOTHING TO YOU 


THAT WOULD BE MY 
ANDROID SUBSTITUTE 


YES, SHE'S ENTIRELY 

ARTIFICIAL AND BUILT 

FROM SCRATCH, [TS Å 
MERE MACHINE 


DID You 
JUST SAY 
MAETEL? 


WHEN ENTERING A 
LADY'S ROOM, YOU 
NEED TO TAKE OFF 
YOUR HAT AND CLOSE 
THE DOOR BEHIND YOU, 
YOUNG MAN... 


WAIT... THEN, 
WHO WAS 

THE EMER- 
ALDAS IN 

THE BLACK 
CLOAK. 


AN ANDROID, 
BUT THEN 


THAT EXPLAINS 
WHY SHE IS AFTER 
MAETEL'S BODY" 


MAETEL 5 ON 
BOARD THIS 
SHIP. 


SUBSTITUTE 
ANDROID HAS 
BETRAYED በየ 
PROGRAMMING 


FLL OPEN 
THE OPER- 


THEN WE 
ATING 
CHAMBER'S 
DOOR. 


TO ACT 
QUICKLY 


THE DOOR tS 
REALLY 
OPENING" 


UNDER- 
STAND! 
7 


| 


WOULD NEVER 
AIM TO KILL ME: 


DON'T LOOK 
ÅT ME, FOOLSI 


“LL SEE 
EACH OTHER 
AGAIN 
SOMEWHERE IN 
SPACE! ! 
UNTIL THEN, 


FAREWELL, 
MAETEL! 
TAKE CARE!! 


m 
= 
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BECAUSE YOU NEVER 

SHOW YOURSELF TO Å 

RIVAL WEAKENED BY 
ILLNESS, TETSURO- 


EVEN IF SHE WAS 
HEALTHY, SHE STILL 
MIGHT HAVE RE- 
FUSED TO SEE ME 


RIVALS ARE GIVING 
OUR LIVES SOME 
MORE SPICE, 
TETSURO 


— I THINK THAT 
EMERALDAS WILL 
ALWAYS BE 
HAPPIER THAN ME... 


—UNLIKE MYSELF, "М 
ONLY FOLLOWING 
THE WAY IMPOSED 
BY THE RAILS OF ΤΗΕ 
GALAXY EXPRESS... 


AND FM NOT 

READY TO DIE 

UNTIL A LONG 
TIME FROM NOW 


WHY DIDNT 
SHE SHOW 
HERSELF IF 
YOURE HER 
FRIEND, 


— OR MAYBE THAT SHE 
WAS ASHAMED THAT HER 
SUBSTITUTE ANDROID 
TOOR TOO MANY 
LIBERTIES WITH THE 
QUEEN EMERALDAS. 


BUT DESPITE rT 
ALL, í WISH HER 
ል QUICK 
RECOVERY 


AND EVEN IF 
SHE WOULD 
BE ILL UNTIL 
THE END ΟΕ 
HER LIFE... 


— BECAUSE SHE'S 
TRAVELLING FREE, 
FOLLOWING HER. 
DESIRES, OUT IN 
THE SEA OF STARS... 


MY FATE (S LINKED 
TO THIS PATH... 


THE BEAUTY AND GIFTS OFFERED 8Y NATURE ARE 
GETTING OLD AND WILL EVENTUALLY FADE AWAY THIS 
۶ THE FATE OF EVERY LIFE IN THE COSMOS. 


NOBODY KNOWS WHERE EMERALDAS. THE SPACE 
PIRATE I$ HEADED, BUT FULLY KNOWING THAT SHE 
COULD NOT ABANDON HER DESTINY. MAETEL WILL 
NEVER FORGET EMERALDAS AND HER FIERCE FIGHT 

AGAINST HER OWN DESTINY... 


THE PIRATE SHIP, QUEEN EMERALDAS / END 


TRANSLATOR - НИМК 
RAWS - YAKUBA 


TYPESETTER / PROOF READER - MEDDLER OF AGES 
TO FIND OUT ABOUT OUR LATEST 
RELEASES, VISIT US ON FACEBOOK AT: ' 
The Andromeda's Train 


А FAMOUS OUTLAW WHO WAS ONCE AT THE 
HEIGHT ΟΕ CONVERSATION, DECLARED “SINCE 
MY HEART IS PURE FAIR. AND BEAUTIFUL 
FLL LIVE IN SPACE IN A PURE. FAIR AND 
BEAUTIFUL WAY 


THEN, AS ΤΗΕ OUTLAW WAS HUNG FOR HIS 
CRIMES, THOSE WHO THOUGHT THEMSELVES 
PURE FAIR AND BEAUTIFUL APPLAUDED 
WHILE CONGRATULATING THE OUTLAWS 
EXECUTION 


STOP 2) 1 ^— مس‎ 
22 ΤΗΕ COUNTRY ` БС 
. ОҒ ATONEMENT 


©. 


በ5 INHABITANTS. 
HAVE TURNED 

ACOUSTIC WAVES 
INTO GRAVITA 


г 
TIONAL ONES THAT 
CAN EVEN BE 
SENSED IN SPACE 


HEADQUARTERS 
HAS BODKED A 
ROOM FOR YOU IN 
А VERY COMFORT- 
ABLE HOTEL. 


А FEARFUL 
BEAUTY, 
TETSURO- 
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DUR NEXT STOP 15 
THE COUNTRY OF 
ATONEMENT, WITH A 
LAYOVER TIME OF 
2 WEEKS, & HOURS, 
25 MINUTES AND 
3⁄2 SECONDS... 


THE BELL CHIME 
FITS PERFECTLY 
WITH THE 
GOREGEOUS 
ΝΑΜΕ OF THIS 
PLANET 


/ PEOPLE DONT LIKE 


WHEN TRAVELERS 
HEAR THE BELL... 


НЕ H 


Í THATS 
RIGHT! 


T T 
二 一 一 一 


FT TT 


EE 


BUT I CAN 
NEVER CHOOSE 
WHEN በ JUST 
HAPPENS TO BE 
HERE THIS TIME 


w 
FORTUNATE 


EVERYTIME 
AFTER WE LEAVE 
EARTH, í AM 
EARTH AM. 


ee 
WE SHOULD 
ALWAYS 
BEWARE OF 
SHADY 
PLACES. 


í HAVE 
А FEW 
YS OFF! 


ALTHOUGH, IN ALL 

HONESTY, í WOULD 

HAVE PREFERRED A 
LIVELIER PLANET... 


HAVE YOU 
CHOSEN A. 
HOTEL? 
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WHAT'S 
GOING ON? 


YOU REALLY 
THINK í 
WOULD STAY 


НЕКЕ? ГМ, MAETELIT 


COMING τοοι 


ARE YOU 
AT LEAST ALRIGHT? 
THEY DIDNT ў 
ТАКЕ YOUR 


= 
αρ. 


WE SHOULD 
CALL THE 
POLICEN 


di WE ARE. 

οὶ GOING το. 
ACCOMPANY 
YOU то YOUR 


DO YOU WANT ТО 
í WILL NEVER 2 : STAY WITH US AT OUR 
FORGET YOUR HOTEL? YOURE MORE 
KINDNESS THAN WELCOME 


I DON'T LIKE 
ΤΗΕΜ.. I CAN Your sony. 
REALLY GET BY YOU KNOW 


А MEETING? 

WITH ME? ΙΝ 

THE LOBBY... 
YES, VES 


AH, IF PM 
ALL ALONE, 
THEN ITS 


ТУЕ PREPARED THE 
BATH 50 YOU CAN 
ENJOY [T BEFORE 

YOUR MEAL- 


LL t WONT 
TAKE A BATH 
GO ON! FLL 
STAY HERE! 


TETSURO 
AND í MUST 
GO TO THE 
говву, YOU 
CAN TAKE À 

8, 


MAETEL AND 
TETSURO ARE IN 
THE CONTROL ROOM. 
PERFECT? 


ONLY THE 
CONDUCTOR 
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ГМ А MEMBER 
OF THE 13th 


SERVICE SUC- 
CEEDING TO THE 
CONTROL OF 


E — = 


© El EI 3 


AHHHHI NO, 
DON'T COME INIT 


| rm ER - 2 : | 
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BRING THESE 
TRO TO THE 
ELIMINATION 
CHAMBER: 11 


AGENT G PROM THE 
isth SERVICE SUC 
CEEDING HAS ENTERED 
THE BATHROOM WHERE 
THE CONDUCTOR 18, 
EVERYTHING 18 GOING 
ACCORDING TO PLAN .. 


DONT OPPOSE = Y πας 
ANY RESISTANCE W Å гоь ሣራን 
EVERYTHING WILL ZM 

Hr 


BE ALL RIG! 
LEAVE IT TO ME! 


= J IV SR 


ARE YOU INVIN- 
CIBLE? DONT YOU 
FEAR ANYONE? 


А. GUN NO MATTER WHAT... 


анк 


IDENTIFIC- 
ATION IN 
ELIMINATION 
ROOM... 
CONTROL OF 
THE ENERGY 


MEMORIES OF 

ANY INCIDENT 
THAT OCCURS ON 
OUR PLANET, 


ELIMINATION... 
ELIMINATION! ፤ 
Е 


EVERYTHING! ! 


WA 


9 
m 68 


ανα я. Í MAETELIT 
ty bs | 
2 R 


YETI με — I REMEMBER 
REMEMBER SOMETHING 
EVERYTHING : ABOUT OUR 
PERFECTLY MEMORIES 
Á BEING 
ERASED- 


1 PUT SOME ANTI- I KNOW THAT 
RADIATION YOU VE PRD- 
FORMULA YOUR ТЕСТЕР МЕ, ВИТ THIS PLANET'S 
FOREHEAD, MACHINES 
HAVE NO 
EFFECT ON US. 


— YET I NEED A 
LOT MORE OF 


NO, NO, (WAS ls unl 
JOKING ch Е ۱۶ YOU WANT, í CAN 
2 PUT SOME EVERY- 
WHERE ON YOUR 
BODY 


THEY ARE A 
DANGER TO USt 
WE NEED TO 
ELIMINATE 
THEME tt 
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LETS GET 
BACK TO THE 
HOTEL CLEAN- 

[η 


MEMORY 
FORMATTING 
HASN'T 
WORKED ON 
THESE TWOrt 


ха Man 
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a 


WHAT DID ANYONE LET'S HURRY BACK CONDUCTOR! 
HAPPENED, SEE YOU IN TO THE TRAIN THE 
CONDUCTOR? THE BATH? CLEANLINESS 
INSPECTION GROUP 
IS AFTER USt 


-Α WOMAN САМЕ 
TO KILL ME, BUT 
SHE LØST CON- 
SCIDUSNESS WHEN 
SHE SAW ME NUDE... 


I TOOK THE ОРРОКТ- 
UNITY TO GET SOME 
INFORMATION FROM 
HER ABOUT YOUR 
LOCATION 


THE THe DEAR God! 
Я HAVE YOU SEEN 
THERE ARE Narr rom, ነኒ THE DEVIL ITSELF) 
GOOD AND ov 
r5 
ARE EVEN 
CAPABLE OF 


THE WORST. 


-AND IT'S PERFECT- 
LY NATURAL IN A 


HUMAN SOCIETY 
THATS WHAT MAKES 
ITS EXISTENCE 
FASCINATING 


TO LIVE IN A 
WORLD WITH 
ONLY SAINTS... 


IF YOU DO AS WE 
АСК, WE'LL DO OUR 
BEST TO MAKE YOUR 
DREAMS COME TRUE 


—BUT HERE, EVERYTHING 
15 MADE TO MAKE 
TRAVELERS THINK THE 
INHABITANTS ARE ALL 
PURE, FAIR, AND 
BEAUTIFUL 


AND THATS 
WHY THEY RING 
A BELL THAT 
CAN BE HEARD 
IN SPACE... 


АМО ALL THEIR 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ARE FOLLOWING 
THE SAME BELIEF 


HOW PAINFUL 
IT WOULD BE- 


MY HOLIDAY 
WASNT PEACE- 


AND YOU'LL 
STAY IN THE 


WE WOULD LIKE 
TO TALK WITH 
YOU PLEASE GET 
ОРЕ OF THE TRAIN 


WE'LL OFFER 
YOU Å 
DELICIOUS 
MEAL. 


THEY CANT DO А 
THING TO US AS 
LONG AS WE ARE ON 


THE GALAX 
EXPRESS. ALL THEY 
CAN DO. 4 


FAREWELL, SAINTS 
THAT MAINTAINING | عم‎ 
A PURE, FAIR, AND N ÅND BEAUTE 
BEAUTIFUL KE "o^ А IFUL BEINGS 


YOU'LL LIVE IN 
THIS HELL 
FOREVER! 


PLEASE DON'T REVEAL 
DON'T DAMAGE THE THAT YOU'VE BEEN D 
REPUTATION OF OUR \\ ASSAULTED BY A THIEF! < 
WONDERFUL PLANET! | 


اسا 


FM GLAD TO 
LIVE IN A 
REAL WORLD. 


IF THERE WERE A WORLD 
FILLED WITH SAINTS, IT 
MIGHT BE CALLED "HELL"... 


THE COUNTRY OF ATONEMENT / END 


TRANSLATOR - НИМК 
RAWS - YAKUBA 


TYPESETTER / PROOF READER - MEDDLER OF AGES 
TO FIND OUT ABOUT OUR LATEST 
RELEASES, VISIT US ON FACEBOOK AT: ' 
The Andromeda's Train 


ΝΟΒΟΡΥ LIKES TO SEE 
THEIR OWN FLAWS OR TO 
BE BLAMED FOR THEM 
HOWEVER. IN THE COSMOS 
THERE ARE А VAST 
AMOUNT OF MIRRORS THAT 
REFLECT OUR VULNER- 
ABILITY" -SPENCER 
TREMMING, SPACE WRITER. 4 


ILE, THIS PLACE 
YES! PEOPLE E EARTH LOOKS LIKE THE 
STARTED TO BECAME EARTH WOULD 
BECOME ECCENTRIC. HAVE IF IT HAD 
MECHANIZED. REACHED (TS 
PEAK 


BUT PEOPLE 
HERE HAVE 
MANAGED TO 
MASTER 
IN BOOKS, THERE IS MACHINES. 
МО ΟΝΕ ТО WRITE ó 
ANYTHING 


IT 6 РАСТ IT'S ENTIRELY 
ል QUIET FREE OF 


DANGER HERE‏ : ا 


MAETEL TOLD P 
THAT THI 7 
አረመ WAS å DISEMBARKING 
HARMLESS: J E ALONE? ЕМ. 
THOUGH ΐ у NOT SURE 
Ё THATS А 
А GOOD IDEA... 


M 
um 


V ې‎ 


N Үр 


A 


FM SORRY, BUT í 
ΑΞΚΕΡ ΤΟ BE 


TAKEN TO Å 
LIVELY PLACE... 


BUT, THERE 
ISN'T A SINGLE 


YOU CAN'T SAY 
THAT WHEN IT'S 
DESERTEDIT 


í GUESS í WILL 
HAVE A DRINK... 


QERE 


I FEEL LIKE 
IM BEING 
CHASED OUT... 


1 
TAKE ME TO À στι 
PLACE WHERE A LOT [>T] 

OF PEOPLE LIVE 


N = ) EN NE WHERE DO 
፡ | 


`=] хоп WISH 
í / шер > NOW? 
ы 
= እ Φα N W = 
— | 


Å TS REALLY 
ሪ USEFUL J| 
AFTER ALL 
p 


БЕООЛООА AY 
AA TT t DONT SEE 
SE A sour HERE | 5 DISTRICT 
1 Ё CITIZENS ARE | 
АТ THEL 
HOMES. 


COME ON 
INSIDE! THE 
DOOR tS OPEN! 


ai — 21 
| ms ኣ / 
NOTHING 
| вчт, | 


HOUSES- 0 


EZ 


ZZZ 


HITT 


YES, HUMAN > 1 LOCKED INSIDE 
BEINGS LIVE zm P е ОЕ THEIR 


THAT WAY. HOUSES? 


THEY LIVE ራሪ o C 
THAT WAY I m, ᾷ 
° 


WHAT'S GOING 
ON? DID 

SOMETHING 

‘COLLAPSE? 


A HOUSE 
HAS 
EXPLODED! t 


THAT'S NOT 
REALLY 


RESPECTFUL, 


BUT I'LL 
DRIVE YOU 
THERE... 


THESE 
KIND OF 
INCIDENTS 
HAPPEN 
EVERY NOW 
AND THEN. 


WHY HAS гг 
EXPLODED? 


PEOPLE WILL 
SURELY COME 
OUT TO SEE 
WHATS HAPPEN: 

ING LETS GO" 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO NOW 
THAT YOUR 
HOUSE IS 
RUINED? 


AND THEY 
AUTOMATICALLY 
BUILD ONE FOR 
MY SIZE í DONT 
HAVE TO DO À 
THING í JUST 


í JUST NEED TO 
IMAGINE ABOUT A 
NEW HOUSE AND 
SOME ROBOTS WILL 
INTERCEPT MY 
BRAINWAVES... 


BEWARE! SINCE 
THE WEATHER 
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THE WIND 5 SCRAT- 

CHING MY SKIN IS T 

THE SAME FOR YOU 
AS WELL? 


የገዛ NOT WORRIED. 
THE GOVERN- 


LATELY, FOOD 
ISNT REALLY 
SATISFACTORY. 


REBUILDING HAS 
BEGUN. LETS ASK 
FOR A VISUALLY 
STRIKING HOUSE! 


ONE OF THE 
PILLARS OF 
ΜΥ HOUSE 


was 
BOTHERING 
МЕ BUT ITS 
STILL HERE! 


YOUR SKIN HAS 
GOTTEN BACK 
TTS SHINING 
APPEARANCE 
WHEN GETTING 
THICKER. 


ΝΟ ΟΝΕ ON THIS WOULD HUMANS 


PLANET WANTED TO OF EARTH HAVE 
BECOME MECHANIZED, > BECOME LIKE 
YET, THEY STILL ALL THIS IF THEY 
LIVE REALLY LONG HADNT GIVEN 
INTO MECHA- 
NIZATION? 


AND TO SAY THAT 
IDLE ΡΕΟΡΙ 
SQUEEZE 
THEMSELVES INTO 
THOSE HOUSES... 


AE THE SLOTH 
THAT LIVES IN ΜΥ. 
HEART LOOKS 
LIKE THEM THIS 
PLANET MIGHT 
REFLECT WHAT í 


| 


NOW AND AGAIN, YOU DONT LIKE | 
THE IMAGE REFLECTED BY THE 
MIRROR. IF (T COULD REFLECT YOUR 
OWN HEART, YOU WOULD GET ΑΝ 
EVEN MORE UNBEARABLE SENSATION 
TETSURO MADE THE WISH TO NOT 
MULL OVER HIS HEART'S REFLECTION 
IN THIS WAY ANY LONGER. . 


IDLE ONE'S MIRROR / END 
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THE NEXT STOP 
IS SAKEZANS 
СОМПМЕМТ THE 
LAYOVER WILL BE 
3 HOURS AND 
10 MINUTES. 


SAKEZAN'S 
CONTINENT?! 


ІТ 6 HERE THAT 
SOME SORT OF 
TARZAN THAT 
DRINKS A LOT OF 
s Af LØN aono ves 
DREAM 


ITS TRUE THAT 
THE JUNGLE IS 
THICK, JUST 
LIKE TARZAN'S 


THIS PLANET IS 
BURSTING WITH 
BOUNDLESS 
VEGETATION 


NYZUVL ANY CIOHOZTV) TAVS 304 NVILNYWINOd Y SI NWZINVS LON: 


МЕ A MAN COULD LIVE IN COM- 
PLETE FREEDOM, HE WOULD 
ST 


2 E ys omar. 


d 
и |К) 
RS 4- = 


AND BE CAREFUL το 
R 


SAKEZAN AS WELL! 


MONKEYS 
POSSESS 
ALCOHOL?! 


WHAT IS THIS? 

HOW ARE THEY 

SPEAKING OUR 
LANGUAGE? 


YOU CAN 
DRINK IT 
WITHOUT 


YOU KNOW IF 
WE DRINK THIS 
ALCOHOL, 
SAKEZAN WILL 
BE ENRAGED 


IS THAT THE 
MONKEY'S 
ALCOHOL? 


THIS ΡΟΝΡ. 
WATER (S 
INFESTED WITH 
GERMS, SO YOU 
SHOULDNT 
DRINK гг. 


TASTE THE 
ALCOHOL OF 


SAKEZAN 
TAUGHT THEM 


EVERY LIVING 


FD GLADLY 
TAKE MORE! 


» 
ΙΝ THE ем 

THIS PLAGE IS 
FAR MORE 

AMUSING THAN, 


KØ 


MISS MAETEL 


SAKEZAN THINKS 
LIKE А "MAN 
AMONG MEN" 
FURTHERMORE, 
HE DRINKS [TS 
VERY DANGEROUS 


Y INEEDA 
WEADON!! 


IT'S NO USE 
FIGHTING 


BUT I HAVE 
TO RESCUE 
MAETELH 


IN THAT CASE, 
MAYBE I CAN 
TALK TO HIM... 


THEYRE ALL 
DRUNK, í HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
FEAR 


IN THE END, FM 
DOING BETTER 
THAN YOU 


SAKEZA 
POWERFUL! 


YOU BRING 
ALCOHOL TO 


E 


) y d 
З d N 
i г 
E ЕТ 
N IN ! 
Å = 1 


M 


% 1 


ҮЙДҮ, 


ال 
| 
Å,‏ 


WHAT WILL 


ZZ; HAPPEN TO ME_? 


ы 


ἫΝ Ж 


MASSEN 


© 


N 
ART 


í KNOW WELL 
-BUT AS A THAT WITHOUT 
SURVIVOR, THEY 
MIGHT LET ME 
PLEASE HELP ME, 
ем BEGGING YOU- Å 


A LONG TIME 
BUT IF í ESCAPE 
NOW, HE WILL 
LET ME 40. 


BECAUSE 
MAETEL WILL 
TAKE MY 


PLACE! 


EVERYTHING'S 
FINE... HURRY 
UP AND 40-1 


THANKFULLY, THE 
PASSED OUT DRUNK... 


ረ 
WE MANAGED TO А 
ESCAPE NOW МЕ d 
NEED TO RETURN 
TO THE 444 AND 
дет мудим ያ .- 4 


SAKEZAAAAAAAAAAAN! 


THE TREE'S 


очучичичичичани 


I HOPE THAT 
HAS CALMED 
YOU DOWN (M 
TAKING MAETEL 
BACK WITH ME 
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А BEAST HAS 
DROPPED YOU 
THROUGH THE 


THING ABOUT 
MAETELI 


THE TRAIN ($ 


DONT HAVE 
ENOUGH TIME 


THIS YOUNG 
WOMAN (S А 


HERE اس‎ 
FORGIVE ME FOR 
THE TROUBLE í 
CAUSED YOU 


НЕ TOLD ME THAT НЕ 
DIDNT WANT TO 
ABDUCT THE FRIEND 
OF Å STRONG MAN 


HE ASKED ME TO 
CONVINCE YOU TO 
STOP SEEKING А 
MECHANIZED 
BODY- 


TALKING ABOUT 
YOU, TETSURO. 


WHY IS HE 
LETTING 
You GO so 
EASILY? 


HE TOLD ME 
THAT YOUD 
PROBABLY 
BECOME REALLY 
CLOSE FRIENDS. 
SAKEZAN WAS 
STARTING TO 
LIKE YOU. 


BECAUSE ΗΕ 
MUST 8É ΤΗΕ 
LUCKIEST MAN ዘዘ 
THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE! 


IF LIZA REALLY 
WANTED TO ESCAPE, 
SHE WOULD HAVE DONE 
IT LONG AGO. BUT SHES 
IN LOVE WITH 
SAKEZAN. 


IF í NEVER GET 
THE CHANCE TO 
GET A MACHINE 


YES, HE MUST 


HAPPIEST MAN. 


BRAVE ΜΕΝ ARE 
SPREAD OUT ALONG 
THE UNIVERSE BUT 
ALL OF THEM AGREE 
ON THE FACT THAT 
ONLY SAKEZAN (S А 
TRUE MAN... 


SAKEZAN'S CONTINENT / END 
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FVE ALWAYS HATED THE RAIN 
(ERY TIME IT'S RAINING, I FEEL 
DEJECTED AND I DONT FEEL LIKE 
DOING ANYTHING I WISH I COULD 
LIVE MY OLD DAYS ON Å WORLD 
WHERE IT NEVER RAINS. 


-AMBOSSERI KAWAHERA SPACE 
HUNTER WHO DIED WHILE FIGHTING 
AGAINST 5 MAGELLAN SOLDIERS. 


`. STOP 30 


LAURA AND THE 


OUBLE 


D 


“ሠ А 


THESE TWIN PLANETS 
ARE REALLY STUNNING 
A RAINBOW BRIDGE 
CONNECTS THE TWO! 


WE NEED 
MORE THAN I NEVER 
ONE TO GO NOTICED THAT 
THROUGH А ۵ TWO MORE 
THAT RAIN Æ LOCOMOTIVES 
WERE PULL- 


15 THIS RAINBOW 
COMPOSED OF 
RAIN DROPS? 


AND THEY ALSO 
SHARE THE SAME 
ATMOSPHERE 


FULL МЕСНА- 
NIZATION? 


YES, RAIN (5 
CIRCULATING 
BETWEEN BOTH 


OUR NEXT STOP IS "FULL 
MECHANIZATION" WE 
WILL BE STOPPED HERE 
FOR 1. DAY, 3 HOURS, 
AND 40 MINUTES. 


NOBODY HERE 16 MADE 

OF FLESH AND BLOOD. 

THE PEDPLE HERE ARE 
ALL ANDROIDS- 


TETSURO.. WE HAVE NO NEED 
ТО GET OFF THE TRAIN, BUT í 
WOULD LIKE TO SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING THAT WILL MAKE 
You THINK. BEFORE GETTING 
А RØBOTIC BODY 


BUT YOU HAVE 
το PROMISE ME 
< WILL YOU BE ABLE E 
AS YOU HAVE TO DO THAT WHILE μαμα 
BEEN SINCE YOU'RE Å HUMAN ቁ 
YOUR BIRTH? MADE OF FLESH... 


LETS GO, 
TETSURO! IVE FLL TAKE A 
LOADED SOME WEAPON, 
HIGH CALIBER EVERYTHING 

ENERGY н INE! 

u WILL BE FINE! 
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IT'S LIQUID HYDRO- AND THE PUBLIC 
авн НАТ Ve j FAUCETS DONT 
TREATED SO IT ППА TER. 

DOESNT EXPLODE FE መሮ 

HERE, TS A 
BEVERAGE 


IT DOESNT CHANGE 
THE WELLBEING OF 
PEOPLE LIVING HERE 


YOU SHOULD 
HERLY 


OBLITERATE 
THIS HUMAN! 


ITS AN OIL 
FOUNTAIN- 


EVEN BENCHES 
ARE RIGID 


AND UNCOM- 


FORTABLEN! 


OH, WHAT A 
NAUGHTY BOY! 


BUT THIS 
PLACE 15 


BORING" 


FOR THE LAST 
200 YEARS, T 


HAS МОТ 
INCREASED NOR 
DECREASED. 


PEOPLE 


THIS WORLD 
LACKS UNDER- 
TAKERS... 


7 „BECAUSE NO 
THE LAST TIME ГГ ወ ONE EVER DIES. 
"ይፈል" || TUER 


HASNT CHANGED 2 
ст СА YEARS AGO. 


WHAT? YOUR 


V, ANIMAL IS 
2 ALSO DRINK- 
ING 7 


DIÐ YOU SEE THAT? HE 
DOESN'T POSSESS ANY 
LIQUID HYDROGEN 
PROCESSOR 


" THIS I$ 
NO PLACE 
FØR 


HERE, YOU 


IT'S A HUMAN 
MADE OF FLESH! 


YOU DAMN RAT! 


THEY CAN BIOLOGICAL 


SHALL WE STUFF 


EUT WE COULD 
HANG ΤΗΕ 
SKIN, TODH 


WALK NAKED 
AND HANG LIKE ٧ 


HER 
JUST KEEP 
THE HEAD! HER ON THE 7 


*" 
በ WILL MAKE A 
FINE STUFFED 
OBJECT 


BEAUTIFUL 
NON- 
HECHANIZED 
WOMEN ARE 
RAREINI 
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MONSTERS THAT 
ONLY ENJOY TOYING 
WITH OTHER'S LIVES 

AND 6 

HUMAN BEINGS?! 


TETSURO, YOU 
PROMISED 
THAT YOU 


WOULD 
REMAIN CALM... 


- BUT í RECALLED 

HOW MY MOTHER 

WAS STUFFED BY 
COUNT MECHA. 


SEEING THEM 
AFTER YOU, 
I THOUGHT THAT 
THEY WERE ALL 
THE SAME AS HIM" 


I WISH THIS 
PLANET WOULD 
BE DESTROYED 

FOREVER!! 


BECOME LIKE THIS 
WHEN WE BECOME 
MECHANIZED? 


ΠΝ ocu 
Hen Be 
YOU... IT SEEMS TO BE 

DISAGREEING WITH ΜΕ... 


WHEN YOU 
WHEN You 
BECOME A BECOME 


MACHINE w 
HUMAN... å : MECHANIZED- 


IN FACT, THERE'S 
ANOTHER GOAL... 
ANOTHER GOAL THAT... 


WHENEVER HUMAN BEINGS 
BECOME CYBORGS- OR. 
RATHER, WHEN THEY ARE 
FORCED TO BECOME ONE- 


DONT WORRY, 
YOUNG MAN 
М A POLICE 

OFFICER. 


FD LIKE то 

RETURN INTO A ` f 

HUMAN BODY TAKE YOU DOWN TO 
3 THE STATION 


P ۱٢ GETTING CHILS 


JUST THINKING ABDUT 
TRAVELLING WITH YOU 
AS MAETELIT 


IT WILL BE ME 
INSIDE OF HER BODY 


ΝΟ МАУ! NO 


1 WAY LAM TURN- 


ING MAETEL 
INTO A ROBOTI! 


SHE SAID THAT 
WHEN YOU 
BECOME A 
CYBORG 


WHAT DID YOU 
WANT TO SAY, 
MAETEL-? 


Mo 
udi. © 


= 
= 


S 


E 


WHAT DID SHE 
TRY TO TELL 
МЕ EARLIER? 


— پس 


TETSURO!! 


TETSURO! 


IN ΜΥ HOUSE í HEARD YOU 
SAY THAT YOU DRANK A 
MY NAME IS LIQUID HYDROGEN 


OVERRIDE, BUT IT SEEMS 
| 
HAVE МАРЕ 
QUITE А МАМЕ 
FØR MYSELF 


THE BOY WHO'S 
NAME YOU 
ЗСРЕАМЕР OUT... 
TETSURO 
HES STILL 
UNCONSCIOUS. 


HIS HEART HASNT BEEN 
DIRECTLY ዘቦ THE 
ENERGY ROUND WENT 
THROUGH HIS BODY 
WITHOUT EXPLODING 


IT] TRANSFER MY 
MIND INTO THIS 
BOYS BODY 


I CANT TOLERATE 
BEING MECHANIZED 
ANY LONGER, I WANT 


IF YOU HALT THE 
PROCEDURE, 


IF WE SWITCH OUR y R TETSURO WILL 
BODIES, HE WILL ВЕ / 2 ü DIE... 
ALLOWED TO KEEP j ያ 

ON LIVING 


HE COULD EVEN 
SPEAK! IN FACT, "М 
ONLY SWITCHING 
OUR MINDS. 


ΤΗΕ BLOOD 
PRESSURE HASNT 
INCREASED ТОО 
MUCH.. МҮ EARS 
ARE RINGING A 
LITTLE, BUT 
EVERYTHING WENT 
WELL 


гм GOING то 
THE TOILETS. 


ITS REALLY THE 
END OF THE 
WORLD FØR ME 


AND DONT EVER 
FORGET THAT THERE 
ARE À LOT OF 


PEOPLE READY ТО |. 


PAY A FAIR PRICE TO 


-вит, í NEED 
TO GET MY 
ORIGINAL 
BODY BACK. 


DONT TRY 


| ANYTHING 
OR ELSE, FUNNY OR 


THIS DOCTOR 
OFFERS US TO 
SWITCH OUR 


ALL OF THE 
EXITS ARE 
LOCKED... 


ALL FIREMEN IM 
THE sth DIS- 
TRICT, HEAD TO, 
THIS AREA- 


ДЕ‏ را 

3 E 
à 4 

BUT D 

TETSUROS |] то DISPOSE WHAT HAVE 

MIND 15 OF MY OLI You DONE, 

\ STILL IN т DY LAURA?! 

M $ 


IR 
Ж 
2 
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Σ 

323 
533 
ERE 
δες 
፳55 
፳፻ 


DAMNIT 
r 


í CAN'T 
MOVE!!! 


EVEN IF í HAVE 
SHORT LEGS AND 
ЕМ NOT THAT 
HANDSOME, í 
PREFER ΜΥ BODY 


IT CONTAINS THE 
MEMORIES OF ALL 
THE EXPERIENCES 
ГУЕ LIVED SO FARI 


МЕ CAN 
SWITCH OUR 
MINDS BACK 


MEDICAL DEGREE 
HE DOES IT 
UNLAWFULLY 


HM! LAURA, YOU 
MANAGED TO 
TRANSFER 
YOURSELF INTO 
THIS BOY 


ITS THE 
EASIEST WAY 
TO GET ON 
BOARD OF 
THE GALAXY 
EXPRESS. 


I UNDER- 
STAND NOW, 


MESTOL, ΟΝΕ OF 
MY FRIENDS, 
HAS À DEVICE 

THAT CAN DO IT 


ги GOING TO 

TAKE HAETEL'S 
BODY, AND 

WE'LL TRAVEL 


TOGETHER 


I WISH FØR IT TO 
DISAPPEAR 
FOREVER! 


{WANT ALL TIS MECHA- 
NIZED INHABTANTS WHO 
TOY WITH BODIES AND 
MINDS OF PEOPLE TO BE 
ELIMINATED FOREVERI! 
FORGET THOSE Ez 
WHO MISTREAT 
THE HEARTS OF 
ШП 


TRANSFER TEISURO'S 
MIND BACK INTO HIS 


BODY AND LAURA'S 
MIND INTO HERSITI 


NO, NOH ( WANT TO 
LEAVE THIS PLANET, ( WANT 
10 GET ON BOARD OF THE 
GALAXY EXPRESS WITH THIS 

LIVING BODY! 


YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE 
BROUGHT THEM НЕВЕ! 
ff CAUSED NOTHING 


AAAH!!! 


MYSELF AGAIN! 
I MISSED гг. 


р. 
I FEARED THAT 


YOU WOULD 
MISS THE 
DEPARTURE 


THEY ARENT 
HUMANS 
ANYMORE. 


AFTER THEIR 
MECHANIZATION, 
DO ALL PEOPLE 
BECOME LIKE THAT? 


YES MONSTERS INSTEAD, THEY 
MADE BY SCIENCE, || ARE MONSTERS" 
TETSURO. 


WHAT A PAIR 
OF AWFUL 
PLANETS! 


AND THEY 
ARENT 


SHOULD I 
REALLY BECOME 
А CYBORG? 


BUT WITH А МЕСНА- 
NIZED BODY THAT 
LASTS SEVERAL 
MILLENNIUMS, YOU САМ 
GO ON A LOT OF 
ADVENTURES, THEN! 


UNTIL THE 
DAY YOU GET 
Å MACHINE 


ERR... YES, YES 
YOURS TOO, 


THE ROAD IS 
STILL LONG, YOU 
HAVE PLENTY 
ОЕ TIME ТО 
THINK IT OVER 


YOUR BODY'S 
WARMTH IS 
REALLY 
PLEASANT! 
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MEN CAN LIVE AT BEST 
ABOUT 100 YEARS... 
IN THE END, THEY 
DONT FULFIL MUCH 
DURING THEIR LIVES... 


BUT. í REALLY 
WONDER WHICH 
OPTION í SHOULD 


THE ENERGY CONTROL 
DEVICE OF “FULL 
MECHANIZATION" HAS 
UNFORTUNATELY 
BROKEN DOWN... 


EARLIER, 


THEN SHE WHEN 
САМЕ BACK MAETEL GOT 
ТО THE 444 


DID SHE DESTROY 
THE ENERGY CON- 
TROL DEVICE ОҒ 
THE DOUBLE 


WHAT IF THAT o = 
REALLY WAS ΤΗΕ. ٨ ` - 
CASE? IF SO WHO 
(S MATEL? 


IN SPACE, SOME LIGHTS ARE COMING 
FROM LONG GONE PLANETS. TETSURO 
TOLD MAETEL THAT HE FINDS THIS 
LIGHT REALLY DISHEARTENING... 


XE 
=, 
WHAT WOULD REMAIN OF ር 
HIM WHEN ΗΕ PASSES 
(2 AWAY? THIS IDEA MADE 
HIM SULLEN 
| MEANWHILE MYRIADS OF 
| STARS KEPT ON SHINING 
THROUGH GALAXY 
EXPRESS WINDOW 


LAURA AND THE DOUBLE PLANETS / END 


TO ΤΗΕ GREATEST JOY OF FANS ΟΕ 
ANIMATION, THE JAPANESE DIRECTOR 
RINTARO WAS PRESENT AT THE 
IMAGINA FESTIVAL IN BRUXELLES. 
THROUGH A LONG INTERVIEW, WE 
OFFER YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCOVER. THIS ARTIST WHOSE CAREER 
IS, AMONG OTHERS, A SERIES ΟΕ 
MEETINGS WITH LEIJI MATSUMOTO'S 
WORKS, FROM "GALAXY EXPRESS 444" 
TO "CAPTAIN HARLOCK". HERE'S THE 
SECOND PART, WHERE WE 
UNDERSTAND BETTER THE 
IMPORTANCE OF Α CERTAIN OSAMU 
TEZUKA IN RINTARO'S CAREER. 


IN THE END, YOU ONLY TOOK PART ON 3 
FULL-LENGTH FEATURE ANIMATION 
MOVIES BEFORE MEETING OSAMU 
TEZUKA ? 


RINTARO: 

3 MOVIES IN 3 YEARS, WHILE DISNEY 
WAS SPENDING UP TO 3 to 4 YEARS ON 
A SINGLE 70 TO 80 MINUTES CARTOON! 
IT SHOWS HOW THE WORK WAS 
CHALLENGING AT TOEI STUDIOS, WHERE 
DESPITE EVERYTHING, WE WERE 
TRYING OUT BEST TO MATCH THE 
"AMERICAN STANDARDS". 
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CAN YOU SAY THAT THE TEZUKA REVOLUTION (THROUGH 
HIS STUDIO, MUSHI PRODUCTIONS) WAS ALREADY ON THE 
WAY? 


RINTÁRO: 

INDEED, WE WERE LOOKING AT WHAT WAS GOING ON 
ELSEWHERE. WE DID NOTICE THAT IN THE U.S., НАММА- 
BARBERA STUDIOS WERE PRODUCING FOR TV. THEY 
SYSTEMATIZED AN EVOLUTION STARTED BY DISNEY. WHEN 
YOU MENTION THE LATTER , YOU CAN'T HELP BUT ТО 
THINK ABOUT ITS PRESTIGIOUS PRODUCTIONS, WHILE 
MOST OF ITS STUDIOS ACTIVITIES WAS USED FOR CHEAPER 
PRODUCTIONS. IT WAS, IN PARTICULAR , CARTOONS 
MEANT FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. THE CHARACTERS" 
OUTLINE WAS SKETCHY, AND THE ANIMATION WAS ALL 
ABOUT COST SAVINGS. WILLIAM HANNA AND JOE 
BARBERA, WHO WERE COMING FROM TRADITIONAL 
ANIMATION DEVELOPED IN "TOM & JERRY", WERE THE 
FIRST, ІМ AMERICA, TO UNDERSTAND THAT TELEVISION 
WILL BECOME A BIG CONUSMER OF KID'S SHOWS. BUT 
TELEVISION WAS PAYING BADLY FOR A GOOD QUALIT Y 
TRADITIONAL ANIMATED PRODUCTION. 


SO IT WAS ECONOMICAL CRITERIA THAT LED HANNA 
BARBERA TO SIMPLIFY ANIMATION: SKETCHY SCENERIES, 
PARTIAL ANIMATION OF CHARACTERS, LONGER SEQUENCE 
SHOTS, USE OF THE SAME DRAWING FOR 5 OR 4 IMAGES, 
ZOOMS, ETC. TOEI HAD OBSERVED CAREFULLY THIS 
EVOLUTION AND WANTED TO TAKE EXAMPLE IN ORDER 
TO COMPLETE A MOVIE IN 1 YEAR. 


IT WASN'T ONLY ABOUT ECONOMICAL CRITERIA WHICH 
DROVE THE FIRST PRODUCTIONS OF OSAMU TEZUKA? 


RINTARO: 

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THEY WERE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. BUT TEZUKA CREATED FIRST AN AESTHETIC; 
THEN HE WONDERED HOW HE COULD BRING THEM TO LIFE 
ECONOMICALLY. 
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YOU KNOW, TEZUKA НАР NOTHING το PROVE: 
ΗΕ WAS ALREADY A RENOWNED ARTIST IN THE 
FIELD OF MANGA SINCE 1947. HE WAS ۸ TRUE 
LEADER AND IT'S NOT EXAGGERATED TO SAY 
THAT, WITHOUT HIM, MANGA WOULDN'T HAVE 
BECOME WHAT WE KNOW IT AS TODAY. YOU 
COULD EXPECT THAT TEZUKA WAS LOOKING 
FOR. ADAPTING HIS MANGAS INTO ANIME, 
ACCORDING TO TRADITIONAL CRITERIA OF THIS 
FORM OF CINEMATOGRAPHY. HE HAD THE 
MODESTY AND THE HUMILITY OF THE GREAT 
ARTISTS TO MAKE EVERYTHING FROM SCRATCH 
WHEN HE STARTED THE 193 EPISODES OF 
ASTRO BOY. 


THE CHALLENGE WAS HUGE... 


RINTARO: 
INDEED! WE НАР TO PROVIDE AN EPISODE OF 
2ο MINUTES EVERY WEEK! 


HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE AESTHETIC 
CHALLENGE THAT DIRECTED THE CREATION OF 
ASTRO BOY? 


RINTARO: 

WE НАР TO PROVIDE AS MUCH WHILE DOING 
LESS. IN OTHER WORDS, BRINGING A QUALITY 
THAT COULD MATCH WITH ANYTHING THAT 
EXISTED AT THE TIME, WHILE USING 
TECHNIQUES MUCH CHEAPER. 
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EXPLAIN WHY A GIANT LIKE TEZUKA ACCEPTED TO ENTRUST THE 
REALIZATION OF ASTRO BOY TO AN UNKNOWN PERSON WHO WASN'T 
EVEN RINTARO YET. 


RINTARO: 

I WAS ESPECIALLY DARING, AS EXPECTED FROM THE YOUTH! ASTRO 
BOY WAS A CULT MANGA, WHO EXISTED SINCE 1451. IT WAS A DREAM 
TO BE ABLE TO BRING LIFE TO SUCH A POPULAR CHARACTER. AND 
THEN, DON'T FORGET THAT I WAS ONLY IN CHARGE OF THE 
REALIZATION OF 1 EPISODE, THE 4th, OF THE 1st SEASON [ASTRO BOY'S 
BROADCASTING STRETCHED FROM JANUARY ist, 1963 TO DECEMBER 
314, 1966] BUT IT HAPPENS THAT, FROM THE AGE OF 13, I WAS GLUED 
TO EVERYTHING RELATED TO ANIMATION, BOTH IN CINEMA AND 
ADVERTISING AND IT HAPPENS THAT ١ NEVER COULD HAVE WATCHED 
А CARTOON WITH A NON CRITICAL EYE I UNDERSTOOD QUITE FAST THE 
TRICKS OF THE TRADE, ΤΗΕ HABITS AND THE SPECIFICITIES OF THE 
GREAT OCCIDENTAL CREATORS IT SEEMED ТО ME THAT THE 
CHALLENGE ACCEPTED BY TEZUKA COULD EXIST BY REFLECTING ON 
THE WORK METHOD BOTH NEW AND INHERITED FROM THE 
AFOREMENTIONED EVOLUTIONS IT PLEASED MASTER TEZUKA AND ΗΕ 
РЕСРЕР TO GIVE ME Å CHANCE 


HOW WAS Α WEEKLY REALIZATION OF AN EPISODE WORKING THROUGH? 


RINTARO: 

TEZUKA HAD ESTABLISHED A COMPLETE SYNOPSIS OF THE SERIES, BUT 
ONLY FOR THE 1st EPISODES, AS LONG AS WE HAD WORKED ON THESE 
EPISODES, WE COULD MANAGE TO SUPPORT IT THEREAFTER , IT HAS 
HAPPENED THAT WE BROUGHT THE WEEKLY EPISODE Å FEW DOZEN OF 
MINUTES BEFORE ITS BROADCASTING! 


IN REALITY, YOU HAD TO CREATE EVERYTHING? 


RINTARO: 

NOTHING EXISTED IN THE FIELD OF ANIME ON TELEVISION THERE 
WERE NO RULES, NO PROCEDURES, NO METHODS WE WERE USING 
EACH OF QUR SKILLS, TRYING TO PUT THINGS TOGETHER AND MATCH 
EVERYTHING. 1 HAVE ТО ADMIT THAT TEZUKA НАР A THING TO 
STIMULATE A TEAM 


COMPLETING 30 MINUTES OF ANIMATION EVERY WEEK. WHAT KIND OF 
CONSTRAINTS DID IT BRING? 


RINTARO: 

FIRST, WE HAD TO FORGET ABOUT THE 24 IMAGES PER SECOND WE 
НАР TO MULTIPLY FIXED PLANS AT THIS OCCASION, WE UNDERSTOOD 
THE IMPORTANCE OF VOICE, OF ELOCUTION, THAT COULD COVER FOR 
THE STATIC PÅRT OF SOME SEQUENCES WE ALSO LEARNED TO REDUCE 
SOME SCENERIES AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE WE WERE USING 
CONVERGENCE LINES TO STIMULATE ΤΗΕ FLIGHT OF ASTRO BOY WE 
INTRODUCED SMASHED ONES, WE USED ZOOM ON FACES ALL OF THESE 
WERE BORN DURING THE 193 EPISODES OF ASTRO BOY! 
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A DISNEY-LIKE CHARACTERISTIC WHICH WASN'T USED BY TEZUKA 
IS THE 4 FINGER HANDS! 


RINTARO. 

YES, EVEN ASTRO BOY POSSESSES S FINGERS. UNLIKE WHAT THE 
DIRECTORS OF DISNEY SAY, í DON'T THINK THAT DRAWING 5 
FINGERS IS HARDER OR MORE COMPLICATED THAN USING 4 FINGER 
CHARACTERS NOTE THAT IN SOME EPISODES, ASTRO BOY DOES 
POSSESS ONLY 4 FINGERS! IT'S SOMETHING YOU CAN ALLOW 
YOURSELF IN AN ANIME, WHERE IMAGES ARE SCROLLING IN A 
SERIES FOR BABIES, LIKE WANPAKU OMUKASHI KUM KUM, 
CHARACTERS HAVE BARELY DRAWN HANDS. BUT, IN GENERAL, IN 
MANGAS, HANDS WITH 4 FINGERS WOULD BECOME A 
PARTICULARITY OF THE RELATED CHARACTER JUST LIKE HANDS 
WITH SIX FINGERS CAN SOMETIMES GET A RELIGIOUS SIGN OF 
PREDESTINATION. 


LET'S GET BACK TO THE AESTHETIC YOU CREATED FOR YOUR. 
PRODUCTIONS, ALL IN ALL CHEAP, OF ANIMES. HAVEN'T YOU FELT 
THAT IT HARMED THE QUALITY OF SOME PRODUCTIONS WHICH 
CAME AFTER? 


RINTARO. 

IT'S NOT MY ROLE ТО JUDGE WHAT HAS BEEN DONE BY OTHER 
STUDIOS, BUT PRECISELY, I BELIEVE THAT IT'S ΤΗΕ OCCASION WHEN 
YOU CAN SPEAK ABOUT SENSE OF AESTHETIC. TEZUKA HAD ONE. 
НЕ WAS REALLY DEMANDING ABOUT IT. WE WERE TALKING A LOT 
BEFORE STARTING AN ACTUAL WORK OF PRODUCTION 

MASTER WAS GIVING US HIS DIRECTIONS AND WE HAD TO FOLLOW 
THEM AS LONG AS WE WOULD RESPECT THOSE ARTISTIC CRITERIA, 
I THINK THAT FAST ANIMATION CAN SUPPORT THE COMPARISON 
WITH MORE SOPHISTICATED PRODUCTIONS ΙΕ, CONSEQUENTLY, FOR 
SOME REASON I BELIEVE ENTIRELY COMMERCIAL, SOME FELT THAT 
THERE WAS NO NEED FOR RIGOROUS ARTISTIC REQUIREMENTS, I 
HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT IT. BUT THE GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 
ANIME ALL RESPECT WITHOUT EXCEPTION SOME SORT OF 
AESTHETIC "SPECIFICATIONS", JUST THE WAY THE PIONEER TEAM 
OF ASTRO BOY DEVELOPED SOME 

I WOULD ADD THAT TEZUKA WAS Å WONDERFUL STORYTELLER. HE 
KNEW HOW TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT, HOW TO GIVE 
CREDIBILITY ТО HIS CHARACTERS AND TO THE ADVENTURES THEY 
WERE LIVING WE WORKED A LOT ON FRAMING AND THE DRAMATIC 
INTENSITY THAT COULD INCUR A FIXED IMAGE THAT IS WHAT 
MADE THE IMMEDIATE SUCCESS OF ASTRO BOY 


(END OF PART 2 / WORDS GATHERED BY ALAIN DE KUYSSCHE 
DURING ANIMA FESTIVAL IN BRUXELLES.) 
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